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Mars

Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun and the second
smallest planet in the Solar System.

In some instances its surface is similar to both: the Moon
(impact craters) and Earth (ice caps, volcanoes, desserts).

The evidence found on Mars indicates that it used to be more
habitable; however, there is no definite proof whether there
has been ever any life on Mars.
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When to observe

Mars at opposition

Mars is visible even with a
naked eye; however, even
though itis called the "Red
Planet", it rarely appears red.
Very good visibility due to its
brightness ocurs during
opposition.

During good atmospheric
conditions, it is possible to
observe one of the polar
caps and possibly certain
surface markings.

Around opposition and
assuming very favourable
positioning, your telescope
may reveal both satelltes of
Mars.

If the ice from the south polar ice cap of Mars melted,
the water would be enough to cover its entire surface
to a depth of 11 meters.

DID YOU KNOW?
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