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Mercury

Mercury is the first and the smallest planet in the Solar
System. It has a very thin atmosphere and its surface is solid
and covered with craters. Because of the latter, it is classified
as a terrestrial planet.

Because of its proximity to the Sun, the exploration of this
planet has been very difficult. Only two space crafts visited
this planet.
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When to observe

No opposition occurs as Mercury is
inside the Earth’s orbit

Mercury is easiest to see when it reaches

greatest elongation. A flat, unobstructed
Coming transits of Mercury horizon is required to be able to observe it
across the Sun. They are

more common than the
transits of Venus and they Morning Apparition
oceur only in May and (Western Elongation), best
November seen in the Northern
Hemisphere
Depending on the location a .
' Evening Apparition (Eastern

transit may be visible fully,
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