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****************************************************************** 
Bank Holidays
In Great Britain there are public holidays that are called “bank holidays”.  In the 19th century all the banks were closed on these days. Now not only banks, but many other firms and offices are closed too.
Among these are eight holidays: New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day Holiday, Spring Bank Holiday, Late Summer (August) Bank Holiday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day. All the public holidays, except Christmas (25 December) and Boxing Day (26 December) do not fall on the same date each year. Most of these holidays are religious.
New Year’s Eve (December 31st) is more special for Scottish people, who celebrate it with their families. They sit the Old Year out and the New Year in. At midnight they hold their hands in a large circle and sing the song “Auld lang syne” by Robert Burns. That is how they celebrate the coming of a new year.
But it does not mean that New Year’s Eve is not so popular in the country. All people decorate their houses with bouquets of mistletoe.
Friday before Easter is called “Good Friday”. People usually make special buns with a cross on top. On this day the Church marks Jesus Christ’s death. The date of Good Friday changes every year.
Easter Monday is the first Monday after Easter Day. It is known as "Bright Monday". It is  a day for visiting family and friends and day drinking. Events include egg rolling competitions
May Day Bank Holiday is celebrated on the first Monday after May Day (May 1st). People celebrate the coming of spring. They also select the most beautiful girl on this day, who becomes May Queen. Sometimes May poles are constructed with long coloured ribbons and children dance around these poles holding the ends of these ribbons.
The spring bank holiday, also known as the late May bank holiday, is a time for people in the United Kingdom to have a day off work or school. It falls on the last Monday of May.
August Bank Holiday is the last Monday in August. For many people, the summer bank holiday marks the end of the summer. Some people take trips or short vacations during the three day weekend. For others, it is another opportunity to work in their gardens or carry out home improvements. 
British people usually go on picnics on spring and summer bank holidays. 
The most popular bank holiday is Christmas Day. It is celebrated on December 25th. Christmas means the birth of Jesus Christ. On this day many people go to Churches, get Christmas presents and make a traditional Christmas dinner (roast turkey and pudding).
On this day children wait for a special person who will come down the chimney during the night and will bring them presents. It is Santa Claus. Children usually hang long socks or stockings on their beds and hope that Santa Claus will put his presents into them. Christmas trees are set in the living-rooms and are decorated with toys by children.
Boxing Day is celebrated on December 26th. It comes right after Christmas Day. This is an old tradition, when in old times rich people used to give their servants money or “Christmas boxes”. Now it is the day when people simply have rest or visit their friends.
******************************************************************
Festivals reflecting interesting traditions and customs.
Besides bank holidays, there are also different festivals reflecting interesting traditions and customs. Among them are St. Valentine’s Day, Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day), April Fool’s Day, Mother’s Day (Mothering Sunday), Father’s Day, Halloween and Guy Fawkes Night.
St. Valentine’s Day is celebrated on February 14th. On this day people send Valentine cards and get presents and “valentines” from their sweethearts. A Valentine is a colourful card with tender love words composed by the sender. Valentine cards are usually not signed. Those who get them must guess who the sender is.
Shrove Tuesday is the last day when you can eat and do everything before the fasting of Lent. It also has a popular name “Pancake Day” because many people traditionally eat pancakes on this day. Christians usually go to the church and confess their sins on Shrove Tuesday.
Mothering Sunday or Mother’s Day is celebrated on the fourth Sunday in Lent in March. On this day mothers get presents from their sons and daughters. And all children despite their age return to their homes.
April Fool’s Day or all Fool’s Day is the first of April. The fun of the holiday is to play silly but harmless jokes on family members and friends. The victim of these jokes is called an April fool. 
In June there is Father’s Day. On this day fathers get gift cards and a lot of attention from their children.
The British queen - Queen Elizabeth the Second - has two "birthdays". As well as her actual birthday (in April), the tradition is that the king or queen has an "official" birthday in early June (on the second Saturday of the month). This is when the "Trooping the Colour" parade takes place, involving about 1000 soldiers, 300 musicians and 200 horses.
Halloween is a holiday that is on October 31st. The most memorable symbol of this holiday is a lantern made of a pumpkin. A pumpkin is cut like a face and a candle is put inside of it. So it looks like a face with burning eyes. Usually people dress in colourful costumes of witches and ghosts and go to fancy dress parties. Children go from one house to another and say: “Trick or treat”. If people do not refuse to give them something they sing. If they do refuse children play tricks. Halloween is on the eve of All Saints’ Day. The word “Halloween” means “holy evening”. 
Guy Fawkes Night is celebrated in the UK on November 5th. This tradition comes from old times when James I was the king. In 1605 some people made a plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament. They placed barrels with gunpowder under the House of Lords. The man called Guy Fawkes was one of those people. Nevertheless, they did not blow up the Parliament because the King discovered their plan, his soldiers found Guy Fawkes and killed  him. This happened on November 5th. Since then British people mark this day by burning a dummy made of straw and old clothes on a bonfire. They call this dummy simply “a guy”.
Alongside public holidays there are not least important holidays celebrated in the UK. They are the patron saint days:
 St. David’s Day on March 1st (in Wales), 
St. George’s Day on April 23d (in England), 
St. Andrew’s Day on November 30th (in Scotland) 
and St. Patrick’s Day on March 17th (in Northern Ireland). 
The only national holiday from this list is St. Patrick’s Day for the Irish.
****************************************************************** 
Unusual holidays, festivals and championships.
The Cooper's Hill Cheese-Rolling and Wake is an annual event held on the Spring Bank Holiday at Cooper's Hill
On Cooper's Hill  people race down a steep hill following a large round cheese. The cheese was rolled down the hill, but nobody was allowed to chase it. The first person to cross the finishing line wins a Double Gloucester cheese weighing about 3.5kg. 
Bog snorkelling 
Sunday 24th August 2014 will see the World Bog Snorkelling Championships in Wells. The competitors have to swim one hundred  meter water filled trench that is cut through a peat bog. The person that manages the quickest time is the champion.
Snorkels and flippers are compulsory and most people choose to wear a wet suit to protect from the cold.
The course must be finished by just using your flippers to push you along - you are not allowed to use your arms to help.
The Birdman Competition
The Birdman is a flight competition for human powered flying machines held each summer in England.
Many flyers take part to raise money for charities, other design complex machines to aim for the distance prizes. A prize of £10,000 is offered for the flight 100 metre distance.
There are three Classes that can enter the competiton:
Leonardo Da Vinci Class is for self/team-designed built and innovative craft.
Condor Class is for modified hang-gliders and similar craft.
Kingfisher class is open for fun flyers and is a great way to earn more money for charity. 
Fire festival Beltane is a Celtic fire festival - feasts were held and bonfires were lit in the countryside. Fire was believed to be purifying. The ritual welcoming of the sun and the lighting of the fires was also believed to ensure fertility of the land and the people. Animals were transferred from winter pens to summer pastures, and were driven between the Beltane fires to cleanse them of evil spirits and to bring fertility and a good milk yield. It was unlucky to allow anyone to take fire from one's house on May Eve or May Day, as they would gain power over the inhabitants.
A Beltane fire festival is held annually in Edinburgh, at Calton Hill on 30th April - a May Queen and Green Man.
World Gurning Championship
In 1267 King Henry III granted a royal charter to the Crab Fair in Egremont, England. Somewhere along the line, the Crab Fair began having gurning competitions.
Eventually gurning became very popular at the fair. It became so popular that people come to Egremont every year for the World Gurning Championship.
The Straw Bear Festival
Nowadays the Straw Bear Festival takes place every year on the second weekend in January.
On the Saturday of the festival, the Straw Bear is led by his keeper around the town. There is traditional music and dancing on the streets and inside some local pubs or halls. The festival concludes on Sunday, when the straw bear costume is burned in a special ceremony.
Pancake Race
The most famous pancake race  in Buckinghamshire, has been held since 1445. Women must carry a frying pan and race over a 415 yard course to the finishing line. The rules are strict: contestants have to toss their pancake at both the start and the finish, as well as wear an apron and a scarf. Traditionally, when men want to participate, they must dress up as a housewife (usually an apron and a bandanna). The race is followed by a church service.
This is all we wanted to tell you about Holidays and Festivals in Great Britain. Thank you very much for your attention!!!
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